
Discussions Grading Rubric: 

 

Criteria 

<69 

Unacceptable 

70-80 

Developing 

80-90 

Competent 

90-100 

Exemplary 

1. Original 
response 
 

Original 

response is at 

least 100 words 

in length 

Original response is at 

least 150 words in length 

Original response is at 

least 200 words in length 

Original response does not 

exceed 350 words in 

length 

2. Critical 
thinking 
 

Does not 

demonstrate 

critical thinking, 

only repeats 

concepts stated. 

Posting demonstrates 

some critical thinking but 

does not connect the 

subject matter of the 

discussion with the 

assigned reading - 

including examples 

outside of what is 

mentioned in the text.  

  

Posting demonstrates 

some critical thinking 

where student connects 

the subject matter of the 

discussion with the 

assigned reading and 

demonstrates some 

understanding of 

concepts presented in 

the post question 

including examples 

outside of what is 

mentioned in the text.  

Posting demonstrates 

critical thinking where 

student connects the 

subject matter of the 

discussion with the 

assigned reading and 

clearly demonstrates 

understanding of concepts 

presented in the post 

question including 

examples outside of what 

is mentioned in the text.  

3. 
Engagement 
 

Not engaged 

through the 

week, posted 

late on the 

weekend, which 

did not actively 

engage others in 

discussions. 

Engaged in the discussion 

forums with at least two 

(2) postings to other 

learners per post forum 

in a manner that 

demonstrates 

substantive 

evaluation. Did not 

include a minimum of 

100 word response that 

addresses the learner’s 

post, shares an 

experience or provides 

an example relevant to 

the assigned subject 

matter in the post, OR 

ask a follow-up question 

to move the post 

forward. 

Actively engaged in the 

discussion forums with at 

least two (2) postings to 

other learners per post 

forum in a manner that 

demonstrates 

substantive 

evaluation. Did not 

include a minimum of 

100 word response that 

addresses the learner’s 

post, shares an 

experience or provides 

an example relevant to 

the assigned subject 

matter in the post, AND 

asks a follow-up question 

to move the post 

forward. 

Actively engaged in the 

discussion forums with at 

least two (2) postings to 

other learners per post 

forum in a manner that 

demonstrates substantive 

evaluation. This includes 

a minimum of 100 word 

response that addresses 

the learner’s post, shares 

an experience or provides 

an example relevant to the 

assigned subject matter in 

the post, AND asks a 

follow-up question to 

move the post forward. 



4. APA 
 

Does not 

attempt 

assignment, 

multiple errors, 

no citations 

Posting is polished some 

errors in mechanics, 

spelling, usage and 

sentence structure as 

well as APA format of 

citations and reference 

list 

Posting is polished 

minor errors in 

mechanics, spelling, 

usage and sentence 

structure as well as APA 

format of citations and 

reference list 

Posting is polished 

generally free of errors in 

mechanics, spelling, usage 

and sentence structure as 

well as APA format of 

citations and reference list 

5. Citations 

and 
references 
 

No citation or 

references 

used.  

Citations and appropriate 

references no relevant to 

support the postings. No 

other credible used to 

support the post. A clear 

connection of the 

citation to support the 

post must be evident. 

Citations and appropriate 

references are included 

from the assigned 

reading to support the 

main post OR Other 

credible sources in 

ADDITON TO THE TEXT 

may be used to support 

the post. A clear 

connection of the 

citation to support the 

post NOT evident. 

Citations and appropriate 

references are included 

from the assigned reading 

to support the main post. 

Other credible sources in 

ADDITON TO THE TEXT 

may be used to support 

the post. A clear 

connection of the citation 

to support the post must 

be evident. 

 


